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and   wounded   were   positively   dangerous   in
hospitals.   Men could be made into good nurses
if only they received training, and many of the
serving soldiers had proved themselves capable of
excellent work.   But the system did not permit
such men to remain as orderlies in the hospitals.
Soldiers were dying in Scutari because the male
attendants were callous and inexperienced, and
the solution was simple.    Let the Government
organise from young and active men a corps of
male nurses, specially trained for service in the
hospitals, and with higher pay, in order to attract
good material.   Such a corps would not normally
be liable for fighting, but would be a semi-profes-
sional body and would be so recognised and
Heated,    Florence worked out the scheme in
great detail, and Sidney Herbert expressed foil
agreement with her views and promised to sup-
port the formation of a corps on the lines proposed
by her.   But the suggestion that not everyone
could undertake nursing duties and that training
was required for work in hospitals met with
strong criticism.    Only after a stem battle was
the Medical Staff Corps formed and machinery
built up for the training of hospital orderlies a
year after Florence had worked out her scheme.
Ai the winter proceeded, the fighting in the
Crimea dwindled away and the Scutari hospitals
begaa to be emptied of their wounded.   But their
places wore taken by the sick from the front, aad
ia December the Barrack Hospital was more
crowded than ever it had been, with over 2,300